
ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 
Division of Spill Prevention and Response 
Prevention, Preparedness and Response Program 

SITUATION REPORT 
 
 

 

Lynden Truck Hazmat Rollover Richardson Highway  
 

SITREP #:  1 
 
SPILL #:  16309900801 
 
TIME/DATE OF DISTRIBUTION:  5:00 pm, January 8, 2016 
 
POTENTIAL RESPONSIBLE PARTY (PRP):  Lynden, Incorporated (Lynden) 
 
INCIDENT LOCATION:  Milepost 299, Richardson Highway 
 
TIME/DATE OF SPILL:  12:00 pm, January 8, 2016 
 
HOW/WHEN SPILL WAS DISCOVERED:  On January 8, 2016, a southbound Lynden tractor trailer hauling a 
chemical load left the roadway and tipped over onto its side. The trailer has split and there is a white vapor 
cloud emanating from the trailer.  
 
TYPE/AMOUNT OF PRODUCT SPILLED:  At this time it is unknown which containers are leaking. The truck was 
carrying a cargo consisting of: 2 totes of fuming nitric acid (>22% concentration); 24 drums of solid sodium 
hydroxide; 1 tote of liquid sodium hydroxide; 1 tote of hypochlorite; and 6 totes of hydrochloric acid. There is a 
white vapor cloud emanating from the ruptured trailer. 
 
CAUSE OF SPILL:  The cause of the spill is currently under investigation. 
 
SOURCE CONTROL:  At this time, source control has not been achieved. 
 
RESPONSE ACTION:  Lynden has activated NRC Alaska to assist with cleanup. The Fairbanks North Star Borough 
HAZMAT team has been activated and is on-site with equipment to safely assess the situation and perform 
offloading operations.  
 
RESOURCES AFFECTED:  Travel along the Richardson Highway can be expected to be affected. Lynden has two 
pilot cars on-scene to assist with traffic flow. Offloading operations may impede traffic movement along the 
affected stretch of roadway due to the presence of heavy equipment and responders. The stretch of highway is 
three lanes wide in this area and responders are occupying the far right southbound lane for operations. ADEC 
recommends that any nonessential travel be postponed until the damaged truck, trailer, and contents have 
been safely removed. 

 
FUTURE PLANS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:  Following a safety assessment from the HAZMAT team that has 
been dispatched to the scene, offloading operations will occur to safely remove the chemicals on board the 
trailer. Cargo and contaminated snow will be brought to NRC Alaska for disposal. Once the trailer has been 
emptied, the wreckage will be towed away from the scene. 
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WEATHER:  Sunny, high 7°F, winds light and variable. Tomorrow: Partly cloudy skies during the morning hours, 
will become overcast in the afternoon, high 20°F, winds ENE at 5 to 10 mph. 

 
UNIFIED COMMAND AND PERSONNEL:   
Incident Commander:  Richard Hennigan, Lynden, Incorporated    
 SOSC: Ashley Adamczak, ADEC  
 FOSC: Bob Whittier, EPA 
 
TIME/DATE OF THE NEXT REPORT DISTRIBUTION:  As the situation warrants. 
 

 
 
Figure 1. Map of general area, location of truck rollover marked by a red star. 
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Figure 2. Lynden tractor and trailer on its side, off the roadway. The trailer has split and the white vapor emitting 
from the rupture is likely due to a chemical reaction. [Photo: NRC Alaska] 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONTACT:   
  Ashley Adamczak, TAPS/Interior Unit Supervisor, ADEC (907) 451-2124 
                

[dec.alaska.gov/spar/ppr/response/sr_active.htm] 
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AGENCY/STAKEHOLDER NOTIFICATION LIST:  This situation report was distributed to the agencies listed on the 
standard distribution list, which includes the governor’s office, Senator Begich’s office, State Emergency 
Operations Center, U.S. Department of the Interior, National Marine Fisheries Service, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, and other state agencies.  This situation report was also distributed to the following agencies and 
stakeholders: 
 
FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH (Ester, Fox, Salcha, North Pole, Chena Hot Springs, Two Rivers, Pleasant 

Valley, Moose Creek, Fort Wainwright, Eielson AFB) 

AGENCY / 

STAKEHOLDER 

NAME SENT VIA ADDITIONAL 

INFORMATION 

TELEPHONE FAX 

Lynden, Incorporated Richard Hennigan Email richardh@lynden.com   

Senate C Click Bishop Email 
Senator.click.bishop@akleg.gov 
Juneau (1/18-4/15) 

Fairbanks (4/20-1/15) 

 
465-2327 

456-8161 

 
465-5241 

456-8163 

Senate S Lyman Hoffman Email 

senator.lyman.hoffman@akleg.g
ov 
Juneau (1/18-4/15) 
                   Bethel (4/20-1/15) 

 
 
465-4453 
              543-3541 

 
 
465-4523 
      543-3542 

Senate A John Coghill Email 
Senator.john.coghill@akleg.gov 
Juneau (1/18-4/15) 
                  Fairbanks (4/20-1/15)  

 
465-3719 
            451-2157 

465-3258 

House 38 David Guttenberg Email 

Representative.David.Guttenberg
@akleg.gov 

Juneau (1/18-4/15) 
                   Fairbanks (4/20-1/15) 

 
 
465-4457 

456-8172 

 
 
465-3519 

456-2490 

House 2  Tammie Wilson Email 

Representative.tammie.wilson@a
kleg.gov 

Juneau (1/18-4/15) 
                   Fairbanks (4/20-1/15) 

 
 
465-4797 

451-2723 

 
 
465-3884 

456-3346 

Alaska State Troopers Fairbanks Fax  
451-5100 or  
(800) 478-9300 

451-3002 

USCG-Sector /ANC USCG-Anchorage  Fax  428-4100 
428-4114 (24 
hr) 

US EPA Bob Whittier Fax/Email Whittier.robert@epa.gov 
206-553-1263 or 
206-553-1264 

271-3424 

ADF&G 
Al Ott / Jack Winters Email al.ott@alaska.gov  

jack.winters@alaska.gov  
459-7289 or  
459-7285 

 

Dept of Law Attorney 
General Office 

Steven Mulder Fax/Email Steve.mulder@alaska.gov 269-5274 278-7022 

Fairbanks North Star 
Borough 

Karl Kassel Email mayor@co.fairbanks.ak.us 459-1304  

Tanana Chiefs Conference 
Bill Justice 
(Environmental Health 
Dir.) 

Fax  452-8251 x 3433 459-3989 

City of Fairbanks  Warren Cummings Fax  Fire Chief  450-6500 x 6604 450-6666 

City of Fairbanks Randall Aragon Fax Police Chief 450-6500 x 6515 452-2142 

City of Fairbanks  Brad Johnson Fax Deputy Chief of Police 450-6500 x 6566 452-2142 
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